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{ saystolavan: any "27% M pry? 109 DK pox N phx hd

Wik MM oP0K X7 192 Yo NX) My N wnnbw opn, Had not
the God of my father — the God of Auraham and the Dread of
Yitzchak — been with me, you would surely have now sent me
away emply-handed; God saw my wretchedness and the toil of

Y my hands, so he admonished you last night (31:42).

The Midrash Tanchuma infers from this pasuk that the
prodigious merits of Avraham and Yitzchak would only have
spared Yaakov from being sent away penniless, but Hashem
would not have intervened personally and admonished Lavan

1ynot to harm Yaakov due to those merits alone. He only inter-

vened in the merit of Yaakov's own honesty in the face of
Lavan’s constant attempts to swindle him.

The Midrash adds that we learn from this pasuk how
important an “honest day’s work” is, and that a person
shouldn’t seek to indulge in the various pleasures of this world
-without working. Rather, he should put in his hours at work,
thereby giving Hashem a portal through which to send bless-
ing into his life.

Perhaps we can use this understanding of Yaakov Avinu's
achievement to explain an unusual term in the Rambam’s
vety last halachah governing the employer-employee rela-
tionship (Hilchos Sechirus 13:7):

Just as the é'hﬁ;)'l;')'yer\ is enjoined not to rob his poor
worker's wages or to withhold them, so is the employee
enjoined not to wasting his employer's work time, a
little here and a little there, eventually spending the
entire day deceitfully. Rather, he must be meticulous
with his time... He must also work with all his strength,
as we find with Yaakov HaTzaddik, who said (to Rachel

—5( and Leah}, “For | worked with all my strength for your
father.” He therefore received reward for his effort in
this world, as the pasuk says, “And {Yaakov] became
extremely prosperous.”

The Rambam refers to Yaakov Avinu dozens of times in his

Yo Mishneh Torah, and only once does he refer to him as Yaakov

Yl

HaTzaddik.

Perhaps the Rambam is alluding to the lesson Yaakov
Avinu, specifically, taught us: a person’s tzidkus (level of
piety) is often determined not by the way he handles himself
in his early years in the beis midrash, but by how he handles
himself when he leaves the protective walls of the yeshivah
and enters the business arena.
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